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ATTORNEY GENERAL 
STATE OF MONTANA 


Marc Racicot Justice Building 
Attorney General Helena, Montana 59620 


Dear Fellow Montanans: 


Although I am pleased with the decrease in the number 
of highway fatalities in Montana during this last year, 
the loss of even one life is one too many. The 
reduction in the number of fatalities means a lessening 
of the heartache and sorrow experienced by the 
survivors of such tragedies. 


We have the ability to prevent every death that occurs 
as a result of the careless or irresponsible use of a 
motor vehicle. To do that we need every Montanan to 
renew their efforts to make Montana highways safe. To 
work toward that goal can best be accomplished by 
courteously obeying traffic regulations, and by 
consistently using occupant restraints. 


I thank you for your assistance in this most important 
endeavor. 


Sincerely, 


Mare Lind 


MARC RACICOT 
Attorney General 


TELEPHONE: (406) 444-2026 
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STATE OF MONTANA 


DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


MONTANA HIGHWAY PATROL DIVISION 


303 North Roberts 
Helena, MT 59620 


Marc Racicot 
Attorney General 


Honorable Marc Racicot 
Attorney General 
Justice Building 

215 North Sanders 
Helena, MT 59620 


Dear Sir: 


Once again I am pleased to present you and the citizens 
of Montana the 1991 report of accident analysis. 


We feel fortunate to have Montana's traffic death toll 
fall below the 200 mark in 1991. Seat belt usage has 
increased, adding to the enhancement of highway safety. 
Diligent efforts by the men and women of the Montana 
Highway Patrol to promote traffic safety education and 
responsible enforcement of moving hazardous violations 
aided in the small reduction of traffic deaths 
experienced last year. 


We remain grateful for your support and the support of 
the fine citizens of the great state of Montana through 
the years. Traffic safety depends on the conscientious 
effort of all users of the highway and street systems 
in this state-so be their brother's keeper. 


Sincerely, 


COLON > GRIFEETH 


Montana Highway Patrol 


Telephone (406) 444-3780 Fax (406) 444-4169 
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MONTANA’S 


200 FATALITIES 
8,455 INJURIES 
17,058 ACCIDENTS REPORTED 


$238 MILLION ECONOMIC LOSS 


Deaths Injuries 
Down Up 
6.0% pleeie® 

Reported 
Accidents 
Up 
3.7% 


19 9 1 TRAFFIC TOLL 


ONE FATALITY EVERY 43.8 HOURS 
ONE INJURY EVERY 62.2 MINUTES 
ONE ACCIDENT EVERY 30.8 MINUTES 


$652,000.00 LOSS EVERY DAY 


DAILY TRAFFIC ACCIDENT TOLL 
--- 47 accidents 

--- 23 injured persons 

MORE ACCIDENTS OCCURRED 


--- between 3 and 4 p.m. than 
any other hour of the day. 


ee. On Friday than any other 
day of the week. 


--. in November than any other 
month of the year. 
MORE FATAL ACCIDENTS OCCURRED 
--- between 2 a.m and 3 a.m. 
and 3 p.m to 4 p.m. 
than any other time of day 
ee. On Saturday than any other 


day of the week. 


--- in August than any other 
month of the year. 


YEARLY ANALYSIS OF ACCIDENT REPORTS 
1 January 1991 - 31 December 1991 


Reportable Accidents 


($400 damage/death or injury) Drivers Involved: 
Interstate Highway 1,714 Male 16,575 
U.S. Highway 3,865 Female 9,949 
State Highway 4,765 Not stated 64 
County Roads 2,360 
Local streets 4,354 Total 26,588 
Total 17,058 Accidents Investigated: 
Deaths Resulting 200 Highway Patrol 7,788 
Injuries (non-fatal) 8,455 Other Agencies 9,270 
Total Fatal Non- Fatal Estimated 
Accidents Accidents Deaths . Injuries Economic Loss 
17,058 172 200 8,455 238,489,000 
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Accident Rates Per One Hundred Million Miles 


Fatality Injury Accident 
Year Rate Rate Rate 
1981 4.83 149.4 304.3 
1982 3.81 139.7 290.7 
1983 4.05 131.0 264.1 
1984 3.23 127.1 254.9 
1985 2.95 114.9 236.9 
1986 2.88 109.6 233.1 
1987 2.89 104.2 188.2 
1988 2.44 101.4 197.9 
1989 2.19 104.8 213.4 
1990 2.45 95.3 190.0 


1991 2.41 101.7 205.1 


TOTAL, TRAFFIC DEATHS» =——1997 


*%*INCREASE OR DECREASE FROM PREVIOUS YEAR 


CITY STREETS -81.8% 
COUNTY ROADS -18.9% 
U.S. & STATE HIGHWAYS +12.7% 


INTERSTATE -13.0% 


ALL FATALITIES 


COUNTY ROADS & STATE HIGHWAYS 


PEDESTRIANS ALL OTHERS 


1133 


PEDESTRIANS ALL OTHERS 


Giny: INTERSTATE 
= 
PEDESTRIANS ALL OTHERS PEDESTRIANS ALL OTHERS 
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ANALYSIS OF LARGE TRUCK/TRACTOR TRAILER 
FATAL ACCIDENTS IN MONTANA IN 1991 


Fatal truck accidents during 1991 claimed the lives of three truck 
drivers, fourteen drivers of passenger cars, seven passengers, two 
pedalcyclists and one pedestrian. 


Twenty-six trucks were involved in twenty-four fatal accidents. 
Seven accidents involved tractors and full trailers, twelve 
involved semi-trucks and trailers, three involved tractors and 
double trailers, one involved a straight truck and one involved a 
truck and pole trailer. 


Of the twenty-four fatal truck accidents, two were non-collision 
accidents, one involved striking a pedestrian, nineteen involved a 
motor vehicle in transport, one involved a pedalcycle and one 
involved a collision with a fixed object. 


All of Montana’s fatal truck accidents occurred either on primary 
highways or interstate highways. Twenty of the twenty-four 
accidents occurred on primary highways and four on the interstate 
system. 


Eighteen of the fatal accidents occurred during daylight hours and 
six occurred during darkness ( two lit and four unlit ). 


* 1,037 accidents involving solos and combination units. 

* These accidents involved 1,611 drivers of motor vehicles. 
* 24 of these accidents involved fatal injuries. 

* 27 persons were killed. 

* 453 persons were injured. 


TRUCK/TRUCK TRACTOR 
Accidents By Route - 1991 
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1,000 copies of this publication were produced 
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cost of $2,618.00 which includes $2,055.00 for 
printing and $563.00 for distribution. 


